182                London Through Chinese Eyes.

partner whom he may have never seen before, and who may
be either ugly or deformed, he will perhaps prefer a
monastic life to matrimony under such circumstances*

Therefore, in the West, when a man marries, his partner
must be a person whom he has seen and known and loved,
unless it is a marriage of convenience* If he cannot marry
the woman he adores, he may remain single for life, and
it is indifferent to him whether or not the name of his
family will perish with him* In other words, he marries
for his own particular benefit, and not to please his clan
or tribe*

In theory, a courtshipless Chinese marriage is doomed
to failure* The negotiations are carried on between a
young man's parents and his future wife's parents through
the intermediary of mutual friends, go-betweens or match-
makers, so the results may end in anything but a success*
In practice, however, the thing does not seem to be so
unpleasant* For no parents like to spoil the happiness
of their children, and therefore they can be relied upon
to do the best for them* The prospective couple may
not have seen each other at all, but their respective parents
have had ample opportunities of finding out whether or
not the alliance is desirable or undesirable before they
give their consent* Moreover, the reputation of the
match-makers is at stake, and they will be held responsible
for any fraud or deception* So it is surely to their in-
terests to bring about a good alliance*

A Western marriage is supposed to be founded on love,
but it is strange that there should be so many divorces
in Europe or America* A Chinese marriage may not be
founded on love j at the same time, divorce is practically